Winter 2019
Inside this issue:

2020 ELECTIONS
2020 will bring us a closed Presidential Primary (March 10), a Partisan Primary
(August 4) and the General Election (November 3). A possible fourth election in
May could be scheduled for ballot questions in accordance with MI Election law.
March 10, 2020 - This is a closed Presidential Primary. A “closed” primary means
that voters will be required to select a specific ballot type. Voters may select one
of the following: a Democratic Presidential Primary Ballot, a Republican Party
Presidential Primary Ballot or a Ballot without Presidential Primary candidates if
applicable.

August 4, 2020 - This is a State Primary Election and often referred to as a
Partisan Nominating Primary. It is a general primary for all political parties except
as noted otherwise in MI election law. Its purpose is to select Partisan candidates
for nomination to various national state, county, and local offices and Nonpartisan
candidate nominations for the office of judge of the court of appeals, judge of the
circuit court, judge of probate and judge of district court as applicable for
placement on the November General Election ballot. All candidates will be listed
on one ballot v. in a closed primary where voters select a ballot style by political
party. Currently voters cannot split their ticket on a primary ballot but pending
legislation may change that. Ballot questions (i.e. millage questions) may also be
included on this ballot.
November 3, 2020 - The General Election ballot will include all partisan
nominated candidates, other nationally recognized political party candidates, and
local candidates including those with no political party affiliation.

CLERKS DEPARTMENT
ATTENTION: On major election days in 2020 (March 10, August 4 and November 3) the
Clerks office will only handle election related issues and new voter registrations. This is to
better serve voters and reduce wait times. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.
No Reason Absentee Ballot: Now available to all eligible voters!
Michigan Voter Information Center: Would you like to see if you are registered? Would
you like to look up your precinct location? Do you want to preview your ballot? You can
do all this and more by visiting the Michigan Voter Information Center at www.mi.gov/vote.
Clerk’s Office: Voters are encouraged to visit our website for additional voter
information including how to obtain an Absent Voter application and ballot at
http://www.brightontwp.com/155/Elections or call the Clerk’s office at (810) 229-0560.

DID YOU KNOW????
Lyon School, a historic school located at 11455
Buno Road, is available for tours. They are open
every Thursday from 9-12 p.m. If you have old
photos of houses or outbuildings, the Brighton
Area Historical Society would welcome those. Their
email is info@BrightonAreaHistorical.com. Please
contact Jim Vichich at jvichich@comcast.net or
810-250-7276 for more information.
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Regular Board Meetings
are held at least monthly
and are broadcast live on
Cable Channel 15,
Comcast, and Cable
Channel 99, AT&T.
Regular work session
meetings are scheduled in
conjunction with the
adoption of the annual
Regular Meeting
schedule.
The meetings are held in
the lower level of
Township Hall. Meeting
start time is 6:30 P.M.

NEW VOTERS!!!
Don’t wait until election
day to register to vote.
Lines will surely be long, so
feel free to visit us before
election day!
Newsflash
For those that want to be kept
abreast of Township business
as it is happening we
recommend that you sign up
for email notifications via the
Township website. Citizens
can customize their
notifications to their particular
interests (e.g. public hearings,
scheduled meetings,
newsflash, emergency
notifications, etc.). This is the
best way to ensure that you are
getting the information that you
find most useful. Go to
brightontwp.com to create your
account.
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ADMINISTRATION
Pleasant Valley Road Culvert
The 11-foot culvert spanning the creek adjacent to Lake Moraine was closed by the Livingston County Road
Commission in May of 2014 due to extremely poor condition. The Township Board has entered into a contract
with the Livingston County Road Commission to share the cost of this $650,000 construction project.
Construction began at the end of October and the road is planned to be open to traffic at the end of December
(assuming the weather cooperates). Finalized pavement / site restoration work will be completed in Spring
2020.
OLD US 23 Road Reconstruction Project
The Old US 23 reconstruction project, extending from
Spencer Road (east) into Green Oak Township (just past the
train viaduct), will go out to bid in January 2020 through the
Livingston County Road Commission. This joint governmental project utilizing Federal, County and Township dollars to
fund this estimated $10 million price tag will greatly improve
the traffic flow by adding traffic lanes and upgrading the
functionality of the intersection at Grand River. Due to the
significant reconstruction involved, citizens will want to
monitor on-site traffic signage and the Township website
Newsflash accordingly. Access to businesses along this
stretch will be maintained throughout the project but delays
should be expected. This project is targeted to be completed
by December 2020.

Maxfield Road and many other highly trafficked
roads received improvements in 2019

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
A new 2,880 sq. ft. expansion to Pat’s Hair Station at 10547 E. Grand River on the north side of the road was
approved by the Planning Commission at its September 9 th meeting. Christian Missionary Center is moving into
1852 S Old 23, and Tandale Nature Barn, an event barn, was approved by the Township Board on September
16th at 2305 S. Old 23, north of School Lake on the east side, and will be underway with construction soon.
The Master Plan Update is underway - please stay tuned for meetings and opportunities to voice your opinions please go to our website www.brightontwp.com and click on the Notify Me button and sign up for the Planning
Commission meetings. To date, the Township has had much input from the public. First, was a very successful
response to the Community Survey which was conducted in May with 1,500 household responses (please see
attached Community Survey summary insert which is also on the website). Focus groups on five (5) topics
(business, housing, institutions, heritage and conservation, and parks and recreation) are underway with
Township Board and Planning Commission members and members of the public meeting to discuss those topics
in greater detail three times over a six-month period. One round of focus group
meetings has occurred, a second round will be happening soon and a third round
during the winter. The first of three (3) public open houses occurred on October
15th which reviewed the community input to date and asked the participating
attendees to rank their thoughts regarding future pedestrian linkages and components of future passive and active parks. Two (2) more open houses will be occurring later this winter and spring for the public to attend and voice their thoughts
prior to the Township finalizing the master plan. Please contact Kelly Mathews,
Planning and Zoning, at 810-229-0562 if you have further questions.

Supervisor Michel and
Gus Mitsopoulos

Longtime Planning Commissioner Gus Mitsopoulos retired from work at the
Township in 2018. A plaque for his dedication and many years of service to the
Planning Commission, Township Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals was
awarded at a Township Board meeting on September 16 th.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
Winter Tax information
Taxes are payable through March 2, 2020. Any
unpaid 2019 taxes will be transferred to the Livingston County Treasurer for collection thereafter.

Have you ever wondered where your
tax dollars go?

Payments:
Payment options include cash,
checks, money orders and credit cards. You may
also pay taxes at Brighton’s Flagstar Bank if you
bring the original Gold tax bill with you.
• Checks: Please verify all information is
correct on your check before mailing. Please
include your phone number on your check.
Post-dated checks are not accepted and will
be returned.
• Credit cards: May be used either online or in
person at Township Hall. A convenience fee
is charged by Point and Pay, the provider of
this service.
• Online Bill Payments: Bills paid through your
on-line banking system may take up to 15
business days to be received. Please allow
enough time for payment to reach us.
• Tax Receipts: If you would like a receipt,
please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or email address with your payment.

Dog License: The State of Michigan requires the annual licensing of all dogs.

Dog Licenses expire in the month of the rabies vaccination expiration date. You have the option
of purchasing a one year or a three- year license. The rabies vaccination must be valid for the
entire three year period for a three year license. Dog Licenses are now available online at
www.livgov.com. Your next license MUST be purchased by the end of the RABIES
EXPIRATION MONTH or a $20 late fee will be added to the cost of your dog license.

ASSESSING DEPARTMENT
2020 Notice of Assessment, Taxable Value and Property Classification
Please be on the lookout for your 2020 assessment notice, which you
should receive at the end of February. The notice will list your 2020
assessed and taxable values, as well as the classification of your property.
Your current year Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) is also indicated on
the assessment notice. If you feel the indicated percentage for Homeowner’s Principal Residence is incorrect, please notify the assessing department. The dates and times of the 2020 March Board of Review will be listed
on the notice. Please note, for residential property, you must appeal to the
March Board of Review in order to further appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.
If you have any questions regarding your principal residence exemption, assessed or taxable
values, please feel free to contact the Assessor’s Office at (810) 229-0558.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BRIGHTON
4363 Buno Road
Brighton, MI 48114
Phone: (810) 229.0550
Fax: (810) 229.1778
TOWNSHIP HALL HOURS
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM *
Tuesdays
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM *
* Closed daily for lunch from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Supervisor
Patrick Michel
supervisor@brightontwp.com
(810) 229-0550
Clerk
Joseph Riker
clerk@brightontwp.com
(810) 229-0560
Treasurer
Rose Drouillard
treasurer@brightontwp.com
(810) 229-0556
Trustees**

Township offices will be closed on the following days:
December 24, 2019
December 25, 2019
December 31, 2019
January 1, 2020
February 17, 2020
Visit our website at www.brightontwp.com for
additional holiday closings throughout the year or if we are
closed due to inclement weather or other unforeseen
circumstance.

LARGE ITEM DROP-OFF EVENT
The Township held its annual large item drop-off on
June 8th and added a fall pickup this year which
was on October 5th. This event has been a
township resident favorite! This year the location
changed from the fire station to St. Mary
Magdalen Catholic Church to make the event much
safer and much faster by having a large parking
lot/driveway. Thank you St. Mary Magdalen Catholic
Church for letting us use your parking lot! Plan for a
spring and fall event in 2020!
To receive notice of upcoming Large Item and Yard
Waste Drop Off, send an email to the Clerk at
clerk@brightontwp.com with “Large Item” as the
subject. You will then be notified of all future events!

Please forward newsletter comments to the editor:
Joseph Riker at clerk@brightontwp.com
Please be sure to add “newsletter” in the subject line

Steve Combs
trusteesteve@brightontwp.com

Mike Slaton
trusteemike@brightontwp.com

Sam Theis
trusteesam@brightontwp.com

Lucille Weaire
trusteelucille@brightontwp.com
Manager
Brian Vick
manager@brightontwp.com
(810) 229-0550
Regular Meeting Days and Times*
Board of Trustees
1st & 3rd Mondays of the month at 6:30 PM
as scheduled with the adoption of the annual
meeting schedule.
Planning Commission
2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 PM
Zoning Board of Appeals
4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM

*Meetings are subject to change.
Contact the Clerk’s office at 810-229-0560 or go
to www.brightontwp.com for more information.
**Phone messages may be left at (810) 229-0550
for all trustees.

