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INVESTING IN OUR ROADS
Inside this issue:

Good roads can affect a community’s quality of life, safety, aesthetics, property values, and convenience. They can be an asset or detraction, depending on
their condition.
By state law, all public roads located within Townships are under the jurisdiction and ownership of the local County Road Commission. The primary
source of funding for road maintenance and road construction through the
Livingston County Road Commission (LCRC) has traditionally been through
funds received from the Michigan gas tax and vehicle registration fees. The
LCRC also receives some federal funding for allocation to certain types of
projects. With the increase in the number of road miles and roads traveled
due to in increase in population, the funding has proven to be inadequate to
meet the demand.
While the Livingston County Road Commission has jurisdiction over these
roads, the Township Board of Trustees has long recognized the importance
of good roads and how working with the LCRC to advance projects within
the Township can benefit the community. These joint efforts have enabled
projects to be completed within an accelerated timeframe and, in some cases,
before conditions worsen to the degree that the roads cannot be rehabilitated.
The Township adopted a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that serves as an
essential planning tool that allows the Township to identify, prioritize, and
implement capital projects and funding over multiple years. Each year during
budget work sessions, the Township Board works in conjunction with the
LCRC to identify potential projects for the main-arterial roads to be undertaken in the upcoming construction season. Projects are selected based on
available funds, contract pricing and established criteria including road conditions and traffic counts.
With the recently completed projects on Kensington Road and Culver Road
this Spring, the Township has funded over $3.5 million dollars of improvement of over 41 lane miles in the Township since 2014. Interested citizens
can find more information about the CIP in the document center on the
Township’s website at www.brightontwp.com.
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ASSESSING
With the return of nicer weather, the Assessing
Department will continue to update property records. A post card will be sent in advance to notify
you if your property is going to be visited. Staff
will be checking exterior measurements, story
heights, decks, outbuildings, etc. and verifying interior information with property owners.
If you are not home during our visit, a tag will be
left on the door requesting information regarding
the home’s interior. We will also be updating
photographs during the field visit.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Please
call the Township Assessing Department at (810)
229-0558 if you have additional questions.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT UPDATE
The preliminary site plan for
Encore Village has been approved. It is an Aging in Place
community and includes a senior building of up to 162 units
and 380 apartment units. It is
located on the north side of E.
Grand River, west of Pleasant
Valley. The next step is the construction review
process which is handled administratively by staff.
The Kroger store’s expansion and the new Dearborn Federal Credit Union (DFCU), which is adjacent to Kroger’s where Clore’s Florist used to be
located, are underway and will be completed later
this year.
Please contact Kelly Mathews, Planner, at (810)
229-0562 if you have further questions.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
TAX PAYMENT INFORMATION
Summer Taxes are due September 14, 2018.
Please note that Postmarks are not accepted.
♦ Tax payments by check: Brighton Township deposits checks electronically on the same day that payment is
made. Please be aware of this procedure when making payments in order to avoid NSF fees. Please include
your phone number on your check.
♦ Tax Payments by Credit Card: Payments can be made online at www.brightontwp.com, in person at Township
Hall or by phone. There is a convenience fee charged by the provider of this service.
♦ If you pay your taxes through your bank via online bill pay, please be aware that the bank cuts a physical check
to us. This payment is then sent via mail, usually from out of state. Please allow sufficient time for payment to reach us.
Deferment of Summer Taxes: You may qualify for a deferment of your summer taxes. A deferment allows
you to pay summer taxes by February 14, 2019 without penalty. Deferment can only be filed from 7/1/18 through
9/14/18. Deferments must be filed annually. Please refer to the back of your tax bill for specific requirements.
Dog License: The State of Michigan requires the annual licensing of all dogs. Dog licenses expire in the month of
the rabies vaccination expiration date. You have the option of purchasing a one year or three year license. However, the rabies vaccination must be valid for the entire three year period in order to purchase a three year license. Fees are as follows:
Spayed/Neutered:
one year $10.00, three year $25.00
Male/Female:
one year $25.00, three year $60.00
Puppy up to one year: $10
Late fee:
$20.00
The Treasurer’s Department can be reached at (810) 229-0556.
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UPCOMING ELECTIONS
August 7, 2018 - State Primary Election - Its purpose is to select partisan candidates for nomination to various
national, state, and county offices and nonpartisan candidate nominations for the office of Judge of the Circuit Court
for placement on the November General Election ballot.
November 6, 2018 - The General Election ballot will include all partisan nominated candidates, other nationally
recognized political party candidates as applicable and those with no political party affiliation, candidates for nonpartisan positions, and ballot proposals.
New Voting Equipment: We will be rolling out our new voting equipment which includes tabulators and accessible voting devices. The tabulator still requires a paper ballot be inserted into the machine which secretly tallies the
results. The accessible device or Voter Assist Terminal (VAT) will enable all voters, including those with disabilities,
to mark their ballots privately and independently, in the precincts. It replaces the old AutoMARK.
Michigan Voter Information Center: Would you like to see if you are registered? Would you like to look up
your precinct location? Do you want to preview your ballot? You can do all this and more by visiting the Michigan
Voter Information Center at www.mi.gov/vote.
Clerk’s Office: Voters are encouraged to visit our website for additional voter information including how to obtain an Absent Voter application and ballot at http://www.brightontwp.com/155/Elections or you can call the Clerk’s
office at (810) 229-0560.

SEWER LITIGATION
On June 20, 2016, Plaintiffs Dennis Shoner and Barbara Potocki filed Class
Action litigation against Brighton Township which challenged the lawfulness
of: (1) the original Sanitary Sewer special assessment (adopted on August
14, 2000), (2) the Capital Charge, and (3) an O&M Charge imposed by the
Township on users of the Township’s sanitary sewer collection. While
plaintiffs subsequently dropped the Sanitary Sewer special assessment component, the other two components related to quarterly billing remained.
The Township denies that the quarterly charges are improper or unlawful.
The Township further states that the claims asserted in the lawsuit have no
substance in fact or law, and the Township has meritorious defenses to
such claims, but, nevertheless, following several arms-length mediation sessions, conducted by a court-appointed mediator, the Township has agreed
to enter into a Settlement Agreement to avoid further expense, inconvenience, distraction, risks of burdensome and protracted litigation, and to
obtain total and final peace, satisfaction, and protection from the claims
asserted in the lawsuit. The Court has scheduled a hearing on the Proposed
Settlement Agreement to determine if the Proposed Settlement Agreement, is fair, reasonable, and adequate for the court to approve. Interested
citizens can read the court documents associated with this lawsuit which
have been posted on the Township Website in the “Document Center”
under the folder Shoner/Potocki v. Brighton Township.

LARGE ITEM DROP
OFF DATE
Please see Page 4 for more
details on this scheduled
event.

Charter Township of Brighton
4363 Buno Road
Brighton, MI 48114
Phone: (810) 229.0550
Fax: (810) 229.1778

TOWNSHIP HALL HOURS
Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays
Tuesdays

8:00 AM to 5:00 PM *
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM *

* Closed daily for lunch from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
Township offices will be closed on the following days:
Wednesday
Monday

- July 4, 2018
- September 3, 2018

Visit our website at www.brightontwp.com for additional holiday closings throughout the year or if we are
closed due to inclement weather or other unforeseen
circumstance.

LARGE ITEM DROP-OFF EVENT DATE
SCHEDULED!
Saturday July 14, 2018
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Brighton Township Fire Hall
1580 Old US 23
Frequently accepted items include washers/dryers,
TVs, patio furniture, grills, old computer equipment,
bed springs, mattresses, hot water heaters, furniture,
toys.
Large items not accepted include liquid waste,
car/boat parts, yard waste, construction debris, railroad ties, oil, pesticides, explosives, poisons, hazardous waste, tires, branches, stumps, batteries, paint/
solvents, anti-freeze, herbicides, medical waste, sod,
rocks, bricks, concrete and items that contain Freon.
Lawn mowers and/or small engines must have the oil
and gas removed at the time of drop-off.
Proof of residency is required.
Contact the Clerk’s office for more information at
(810) 229-0560.
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Regular Meeting Days and Times*
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
1st & 3rd Mondays of the month at 6:30 PM
as scheduled with the adoption of the annual meeting
schedule.
PLANNING COMMISSION
2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 PM
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM
*Meetings are subject to change. Contact the Clerk’s
office at 810-229-0560 for more information.
**Phone messages may be left at (810) 229-0550
for all trustees.
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